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Chief Clerk and Administrator

South Carolina Public Service Commission

101 Executive Center Drive

Columbia, SC 29210

G?TJYfr7:¢_l_7 l: _ T!rT" " _,",

ilJN _i,' ,oZ[,d,

}_SC SC

• E "DOCKI-:'I ING DEP]i

TBL_PHONE (803) 771-0555

FACSaVatE(893)771-8010 "fl(.) ,_;7

C'). tJ <c"- '1 i'l
< s _:;7_ ,---
;i: _J t )

-Ki ft -- :'- ::

(_3 ; j .... "-,

C,)

RE: Application of Affordable Phone Services, Inc. d/b/a High Tech

Commtmications for Cetlification as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier

DearIVlr. Te_eni:

Enclosed please find for filing an original and fifteen (15) copies of the Application of Affordable

Phone Services, Inc. d/b/a High Tech Communication for Cellification as an Eligible

Telecommunications Carrier. By copy of this letter, I am serving the Office of Regulatory Staff.

I have enclosed an extra copy of this application which I would ask you to date stamp and retam to me

via my courier. If you have any questions or if I may provide you with any additional information,

please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Elliott & ElliotteP_.

SE/jcl
Enclosures

CC: C. Dukes Scott, Esquire w/enc.

Lance J.M. Steinhart, Esquire



BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN RE: APPLICATION OF )

AFFORDABLE PHONE SERVICES, INC. )

D/B/A HIGH TECH COMMUNICATIONS )

FOR CERTIFICATION AS AN ELIGIBLE )

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER )
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APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION AS AN ELIGIBLE

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER

Affordable Phone Services, Inc. d/b/a High Tcch Communications ("High Tcch" o1"the

"Applicant"), pursuant to Section 214(e)(2) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended

(the "Act') I and Sections 54.101 through 54.207 of the Rules of the Federal Communications

Commission ("FCC"), 2 and the rules and regulations of the South Carolina Public Service

Commission (the "Commission"), hereby applies to the Commission for certification as an

Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC') throughout the BellSouth Telecommunications,

Inc. d/b/a AT&T South Carolina service territory (the "Designated Service Area") for the

propose of receiving federal universal service support. A list of each wire center which the

Applicant is requesting ETC status in the State of South Carolina is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

The Applicant is seeking only low income support, and is not requesting high cost suppol_. As

demonstrated below, High Tech satisfies all of the statutory and regulatory requirements for

designation as an ETC in the Designated Service Area. Furthermore, designation of High Tech

as an ETC in the Designated Service Area will serve the public interest. Accordingly, High Tech

respectfully requests that the Commission grant this Application.

47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2).

47 C.F.R. §§ 54.101-54.207.



All correspondence,communications,pleadings,notices,orders and decisions relating to

this Application should be addressed to:

Lance J.M. Steinhart

Lance J.M. Steinhm't, P.C.

Attorney for Applicant

1720 Windward Concourse, Suite 115

Alpharetta, Georgia 30005

(770) 232-9200 (Phone)

(770) 232-9208 (Fax)

E-Mail: lsteirthart(_,telecomcounsel.eom

With a copy to:

Applicant's local counsel:

Scott Elliott, Esq.

Elliott & Elliott, P.A.

721 Olive Street

Columbia, SC 29205

(803) 771-0555 (Phone)

(803) 771-8010 (Fax)
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I. Background

1. High Tech is a Florida Corporation3 andis authorizedto conductbusinessasa

foreign corporation in the State of South Carolina. Copies of the Applicant's Articles of

Incorporation and authority to transact business in the State of South Carolina are on file with the

Commission and incorporated herein by reference. The Applicant was granted a Certificate of

Public Convenience and Necessity to Provide Competitive Resold Local Exchange

Telecommunications Services within the State of South Carolina Pursuant to Order No. 2004-

497 issued in Docket No. 2004-146-C on October 13, 2004. The principal office of the

Applicant is located at 2855 SE 58 th Avenue, Ocala, Florid_i 34471. The telephone number of

the Applicant is (877) 369-0999. The Applicant provides local exchange and exchange access

services in the Designated Service Area using a combination of resale and unbundlcd network

elements, or unbundled network equivalents obtained tba'ough commercial agreements ("UNEs")

that allows end-to-end switching delivery of calls.

3 High Teeh was incorporated in the State of Florida on May 1, 1993



2. As setforth in Section214(e)(2)of theAct, the Commission"shall uponits own

motion or upon requestdesignatea commoncarrier that meetsthe requirementsof [Section

214(e)(1)] asan eligible telecommunicationscarrierfor a serviceareadesignatedby the State

commission.''4 Upon designationasan ETC, the carrier shall be eligible to receiveuniversal

supportin accordancewith Section254of theAct.5

3. Therequirementsfor designationasanETC setforth in Section214(e)(1)arethat

thecarriermust:

(A) offer the services that are supportedby Federal universal support
mechanismsundersection254(e),eitherusingits ownfacilities or a combination
of its own facilities andresaleof anothercarrier's services(including theservices
offeredby anothereligibletelecommunicationscarrier);and
(B) advertisethe availability of suchservicesandthe chargesthereforeusing
themediaof generaldistribution.6

II. High Tech Satisfies the Requirements for Designation as an ETC to Serve the

Designated Service Area

4. High Teeh is a common carrier as that term is defined in the Act. 7 The Applicant

provides competitive local telecommunications services in the Designated Service Area pursuant

to Order No. 2004-497 issued in Docket No. 2004-146-C referenced above.

5. High Teeh offers all of the suppol_ed services enumerated under Section 254(c)

using facilities obtained as UNEs, or the equivalents thereof, through commercial agreements.

According to FCC Rules, facilities obtained as UNEs satisfy the requirement that an ETC

4 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2); see 47 C.F.R. § 54.201(b) (FCC Rules citing the Act's requirements).

5 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1).

6 Id,

7 See 47 U.S.C. § 153(10) ("the term 'common carrier' or 'carrier' means any person engaged as a common
carrier for hire, in interstate or foreign communication by wire or radio or in interstate or foreign radio transmission
of energy .... ).
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providethesupportedservicesusingeitherits own facilitiesor acombinationof its own facilities

andresaleof anothercarrier'sservices.8 Accordingly,theApplicant satisfiestherequirementset

forth in Section214(e)(1)(A).

6. The servicesthat aresupportedby Federaluniversalsupportmechanismsunder

section254(c)areenumeratedin therulesof theFederalCommunicationsCommission("FCC")

at 47C.F.R.§ 54.101(a)(1)-(9).These services are:

a) Voice grade access to the public switched network. "Voice grade

access" is defined as a functionality that enables a user of telecommunications

services to transmit voice communications, including signaling the network that

the caller wishes to place a call, and to receive voice communications, including

receiving a signal indicating there is an incoming call. For the purposes of this

part, bandwidth for voice grade access should be, at a minimum, 300 to 3,000

Hertz. Applicant meets this requirement by providing voice-grade access to the

public switched telephone network. Through its agreements with AT&T, all

customers of Applicant are able to make and receive calls on the public switched

telephone network within the specified bandwidth;

b) Local usage. "Local usage" means an amount of minutes of use of

exchange service, prescribed by the FCC, provided free of charge to end users.

Applicant includes specified quantities of usage in its rate plans and thereby

s Section 54.201(0 of the FCC's Rules states, "It']or the purposes of this section, the term 'own facilities'
includes, but is not limited to, facilities obtained as unbundled network elements pursuant to Part 51 of this chapter,
provided that such facilities meet the definition of the term 'facilities' under this subpart?' 47 C.F.R. § 54.201(0.
The term "facilities" under Section 54.201 is defined as " any physical components of the telecommunications
network that are used in the transmission or routing of the services that are designated for support pursuant to
subpart B of this part." 47 C.F.R. § 54.201(e). High Tech's use of UNEs, or equivalents thereof, meets this
definition of"facilities."



complieswith the requirement.It is importantto note, that currently,thereis no

specificrulethatrequiresanETCto includeanyparticularamountof localusage;

c) Dual tone multi-frequencysignalingor its functional equivalent.

"Dual tonemulti-frequency"(DTMF) is a methodof signalingthat facilitatesthe

transportationof signaling through the network, shorteningcall set-up time.

Throughits agreementswith AT&T, Applicant providesDTMF signaling to its

customers,which is the equivalentof that offeredby the incumbentLECs to its

customers;

d) Single-partyservice or its functional equivalent. "Single-party

service"is telecommunicationsservicethatpermitsusersto haveexclusiveuseof

a wireline subscriberloop or accessline for eachcall placed,or, in the caseof

wirelesstelecommunicationscarriers,which usespectrumsharedamongusersto

provide service,a dedicatedmessagepath for the length of a user'sparticular

transmission. Applicant meets the requirement of single-party service by

providing adedicatedmessagepathfor the lengthof all customercalls;

e) Accessto emergencyservices. "Accessto emergencyservices"

includes accessto services,suchas 911 and enhanced911,provided by local

governmentsor otherpublic safetyorganizations.911is definedasa servicethat

permitsa telecommunicationsuser,by dialing the three-digitcode"911," to call

emergencyservicesthrougha Public ServiceAccessPoint (PSAP)operatedby

thelocal government. "Enhanced911"is definedas911servicethat includesthe

ability to provide automaticnumbering information (ANI), which enablesthe

PSAPto call backif the call is disconnected,andautomaticlocation information

6



(ALI), which permits emergencyserviceproviders to identify the geographic

locationof thecalling party. "Accessto emergencyservices"includesaccessto

911 andenhanced911 servicesto the extentthe local governmentin aneligible

carrier'sserviceareahasimplemented911or enhanced911systems.Throughits

agreementswith AT&T, Applicant currently provides its subscribers access to

911 emergency services, and also provides Enhanced 911 services including

Phase I and Phase II E911 services where requested by local public safety

authorities ready to receive the information and where the local exchange carrier

supports such services;

f) Access to operator services. "Access to operator services" is

defined as access to any automatic or live assistance to a consumer to arrange for

billing or completion, or both, of a telephone call. Operator services are offered

by Applicant;

g) Access to interexchange service. "Access to interexehange

service" is defined as the use of the loop, as well as that portion of the switch

that is paid for by the end user, or the functional equivalent of these network

elements in the case of a wireless carrier, necessary to access an interexchange

carrier's network. Applicant provides long distance access to its customers;

h) Access to directory assistance. "Access to directory assistance" is

defined as access to a service that includes, but is not limited to, making

available to customers, upon request, information contained in directory listings.

Applicant provides access to directory assistance to its customers; and

7



i) Toll limitation for qualifyinglow-incomeconsumers.Toll limitation for

qualifying low-incomeconsumersis linked to participationin theLifeline program,

which Applicant will participate in and offer upon designation as an ETC.

Applicant will use the appropriate toll limitation technology to provide this

required service at no additional charge to Lifeline customers.

7. Upon certification as an ETC, High Tech will participate in, and offer, LifeLine

and Link-Up programs to qualifying low-income consumers and publicize the availability of

Lifeline and Link-Up services in a manner reasonably designed to reach those likely to qualify

for those services, as required by FCC Rules. 9

8. High Tech will advertise the availability of the above-referenced services and the

charges for those services in the Designated Service Area using media of general distribution, as

required by FCC Rules. 1°

III. Area for Which ETC Certfieation Is Requested

9. High Tech has served and will continue to serve the exchanges where it leases

UNEs or resells the services of the non-rural telephone companies in the Designated Service

Area. High Tech does not seek certification as an ETC in any areas served by rural telephone

companies.

9

10

See 47 C.F.R, §§ 54.401-54,417; 54.405(b)& 54.41 l(d)..

See 47 C.F.R. §§ 54..201(d)(2).
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IV. Granting High Tech's Application Will Serve the Public Interest

10. Congress requires that the Commission grant competitive ETC applications in

non-rural areas, ll No specific public interest test is mentioned, as is the case for areas served by

rural telephone companies. 12 Thus, the Act provides that the Commission "shall" designate High

Tech as an ETC upon finding that the company meets the nine-point list of services and that it

agrees to advertise the supported services throughout the Designated Service Area.

Notwithstanding, the designation of High Tech as an ETC will serve the public interest.

11. A central purpose of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 was to "promote

competition and reduce regulation ... [thereby securing] lower prices and higher quality services

... and encourage the rapid deployment of new telecommunications technologies. ''13

Designation of High Teeh as an ETC would further these goals. Granting ETC status to High

Tech would allow the Applicant to obtain federal universal service support, which it will use to

offer innovative telecommunications services at competitive prices to non-rural consumers in the

Designated Service Area.

12. High Tech will announce and advertise telecommunications services as an ETC

where it provides service in its Designated Service Area in South Carolina and will publicize the

availability of Lifeline and Link-Up services in a manner reasonably designed to reach those

likely to qualify for those services. Accordingly, more low-income South Carolina residents will

be made aware of the opportunities afforded to them under the Lifeline and Link-Up programs

and will be able to take advantage of those opportunities by subscribing to High Tech's service.

11 See 47 U.S.C. 214(e)(2).

12 See ld.
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13.

ServiceArea.

14.

High Tech will provide universalservice as an ETC in all of its Designated

High Tech is willing to acceptcarrier of last resortobligations throughout the

universal service areas in which High Tech is designated as an ETC by the Commission.

15. High Tech is aware that it may seek USF funding only with respect to those

customers that it serves through the use of its own facilities (including UNE-P o1' equivalent

facilities).

16. High Tech will provide equal access to long distance carriers, to the extent to

which it is able to do so.

17. Under FCC guidelines, an ETC Applicant must submit a five-year plan that

describes with specificity proposed improvements or upgrades to the applicant's network on a

wire center-by-wire center basis throughout its proposed Designated Service Area. The only

circumstance warranting deviation from this requirement is where an applicant's requested ETC

serving territory would qualify it to receive no "high cost" USF support, but only "low income"

USF support. Because High Tech seeks ETC designation solely for put'poses of reimbursement

for provision of subsidized Lifeline and Link-Up services to eligible customers, submission of a

Five-Year Network Improvement Plan is not required at this time. Since Lifeline support is

designed to reduce the monthly cost of telecommunications services for eligible consumers, and

is distributed on a per-customer basis and is directly reflected in the price that the eligible

customer pays, it is assured that all support received by the cml'ier is used to provide Lifeline

services to consumers, thus promoting Lifeline and the availability of telephone service to low

income users, which is clearly in the public interest.

13 The Telecommunications Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56, 56 (1996).
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18. Applicant offers a local usageplan comparableto the one offered by the

incumbentLEC in theserviceareasfor which it seeksdesignation.

19. UnderFCC guidelines,an ETC Applicant must demonstrate that it will satisfy

applicable consumer protection and service quality standards. 47 CFR §54.202(a)(3); FCC ETC

Order at Para 28. Applicant will satisfy all such standards. As part of its certification

requirements for providing local exchange services, Applicant must abide by the service quality

and consumer protection rules. In addition, Applicant commits to reporting information on

consumer complaints per 1,000 lines on an annual basis consistent with the FCC's ETC Order.

Applicant in general commits to satisfying all such applicable state and federal requirements

related to consumer protection and service quality standards.

20. Under FCC guidelines, an ETC Applicant must demonstrate its ability to remain

functional in emergency situations. 47 CFR §54.202(a)(2); FCC ETC Order at Para 25.

11



Since Applicant is providing serviceto its customersthroughthe useof ILEC leased

facilities, this arrangementallows Applicant to provide to its customersthe sameability to

remainfunctional in emergencysituationsas currently provided by the ILECs to their own

customers,including accessto a reasonableamountof back-uppower to ensurefunctionality

without an external power source,rerouting of traffic around damagedfacilities, and the

capabilityof managingtraffic spikesresultingfrom emergencysituations.

21. Under FCC guidelines,an ETC Applicant must commit to provide service

throughoutits proposeddesignatedselwieeareato all customersmakingareasonablerequestfor

service. FCCETC Orderat Para22; 47 CFR§54.202(a)(1)(i). Applicanteommitsto provide

service throughout its proposed ETC-designatedservice area to all customersmaking a

reasonablerequestfor service.

22. By this application,Applicantherebyassertsits willingnessandability to comply

with all therulesandregulationsthattheCommissionmaylawfully imposeuponApplicant's

provision of servicecontemplatedby thisapplication.

ApplicanthasrequestedETCdesignationin wire centerslocatedthroughout,theservice

areaof BellSouth/AT&T SouthCarolina,anon-ruralcarrier. Additionally,Applicanthas

limited its requestedUSF supportto thefederalUSFlow incomesupportprogram.Applicant

certifiesthatall low incomeUSFfimdingit receiveswill beusedto providea creditto its

Lifeline andLink-up eligiblecustomers,consistentwith 47CFR54.403.Additionally, Applicant

agreesto offer lifeline packageswhichareconsistentwith thosepublishedonits websiteandwill

amendits proposedto includethosesamelifeline packages.

12



Applicantagreesto includein its quarterlyServiceQualityReportthenumberand

justification of applicationsheldfor morethan30daysandthenumberandjustification of

applicationsthatweredenied.Applicantwill only seekdirectlow incomesupportfrom the

FederalUniversalServiceFundfor thethoseline providedthroughtheuseof its own facilitiesor

througha combinationof its own facilitiesandtheleasedfacilitiesof anothercarrier. Applicant

alsoagreesto reportquarterlythepercentageof consumersofferedLifeline via resale versus

commercial agreements.

Applicant agrees to utilize the same qualifying criteria for Lifeline and Link-up as is

offered in the BetlSonth territory (eligibility for TANF, Food Stamps, and Medicaid).

Applicant agrees to provide Lifeline customers an additional $3.50 credit in order that the

federal matching monies can be maximized. This will yield a Lifeline credit of $13.50 per

month which is consistent with the credit offered throughout BellSouth service area.

Applicant agrees that it will abide by all advertising and reporting and verification

requirements established by the FCC and Commission.

Should Applicant seek designation as an ETC for high cost support, Applicant will file an

additional and separate application with the Commission that addresses all applicable state and

federal laws, rules and regulations, including, but not limited to, an appropriate build-out plan

that includes the use of its own facilities in addition to those obtained through conmaercial

agreements to provide services to un-served areas.

13



Applicant shallsubmita two-yearplanthat describesthecarrier'splansfor advertising

andoutreachprogramsfor identifying,qualifyingandenrollingeligibleparticipantsin the

Lifeline andLink Upprograms.

Applicant shallcomplywill all applicablestateandfederallaws,rules,andregulations

regardingETC designationandreportingrequirements.

23. UponCommissionrequest,Applicantis preparedto answerquestionsorpresent

additionaltestimonyor otherevidenceaboutits serviceswithin thestate.

14



V. Relief Requested

For the foregoingreasons,High Techrespectfullyrequeststhat theCommissiongrantits

applicationanddesignatetheApplicantasanETC for theDesignatedServiceArea.

Its Attorneys

.,_ ,,4_z S
Respectfully submitted this_ o "day of_U _''_ ., 2008.

By: _/Lg, C_,e "4'._f_/. _/_,_,,o _E -_ _ ....

Lance J.M. Steinhart, Esq. ,_/y ¢e_-

Lance J.M. Steinhart, P.C.

1720 Windward Concourse, Suite 115

Alpharetta, Georgia 30005

(770) 232-9200 (Phone)

(770) 232-9208 (Fax)

Isteinhart@telecomcounsel.com (E-mail)

By:

Scott Elliott, Esq.

Elliott & Elliott, P.A.

721 Olive Street

Columbia, SC 29205

(803) 771-0555 (Phone)

(803) 771-8010 (Fax)
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Wire Centers

16



Exhibit I
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INC DBA SOUTHERN
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INC DBA SOUTHERN
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INC DBA SOUTHERN
INC DBA SOUTHERN
INC DBA SOUTHERN
INC DBA SOUTHERN
INC DBA SOUTHERN
INC DBA SOUTHERN
INC DBA SOUTHERN
INC DBA SOUTHERN
INC DBA SOUTHERN
INC DBA SOUTHERN
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BELL TEL & TEL
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BELL TEL&TEL
BELLTEL&TEL
BELLTEL&TEL
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CLMASCSNXOX
CLMASCSA9MD
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CLMASCPOCM2
AGSTGAMKT12
CLMASCPQCM6
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GNVLSCMCCM1
CLVRSCESRS1
BMBRSCMARS1
SPFDSCMARS1
JHTNSCMARS1
BAVLSCMARS1
EOVRSCMARS1
CLMASCSA773
AIKNSCMAXMD
PRSRSCMARS1
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CMDNSCLGRS1
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BRWLSCBERS1
ALDLSCMARS1
BATHSCMARS1
BTBGSCMA53E
EDFDSCMARS1
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WHTMSCMARS1
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CLMASCPARS1
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BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM
BELLSOUTHTELECOMM

INCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
INCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
INCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
INCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
INCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
INCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
INCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
INCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
tNCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
INCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
tNCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL

BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL

&TEL DNMKSCESRS1
&TEL WCLMSCMARS1
&TEL LKVVLSCRSRS1
&TEL CLMASCCH78E
&TEL BHISSCMARS1
&TEL CLMASCSA77E
&TEL HCGVSCMARS1
&TEL SHRNSCMARS1
&TEL CLMASCBQRS1
&TEL CLMASCSW79E
&TEL CHAPSCCLRS1
&TEL NAGSSCMA27E
&TEL CLMASCSCRS2
&TEL GSTANCSO85G
&TEL CLMASCSN25E
&TEL CLMASCSN79F
&TEL RWLDNCMARS0
&TEL GBSNNCMARS0
&TEL TMVLSCMARS1
&TEL MARNSCBNRS1
&TEL SCHLSCESRS1
&TEL DRTNSCMA39F
&TEL CHTNSCBE5MD
&TEL MARNSCMA42E
&TEL BEVLSCMA47E
&TEL MCCLSCMARS1
&TEL MLNSSCWP46E
&TEL BLNHSCMARS1
&TEL CHTNSCJN55E
&TEL CLIOSCMARSI
&TEL FLBHSCMARSI
&TEL STGRSCMARS1
&TEL LATTSCLSRS1
&TEL LKVWSCMARS1
&TEL CHTNSCWA85E
&TEL CHTNSCJM79E
&TEL DLLNSCMA77E
&TEL CHTNSCWA55E
&TEL HTVLSCMA33E
&TEL CHTNSCDP82E
&TEL SBRKSCSKRS1
&TEL EDBHSCMARS1
&TEL SUVLSCMA87E
&TEL ISPLSCISRSI
&TEL CHRWSCES53E
&TEL CHTNSCLB55E
&TEL MNPLSCES88F
&TEL CHTNSCDT72E
&TEL CHTNSCNO74F
&TEL FLRNSCMA66F
&TEL GNVLSCWPRS1
&TEL ARSNSCTVRS1



BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMtNCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL& TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL& TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL& TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL& TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMtNC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINC

DBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
DBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
DBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
DBASOUTHERNBELLTEL& TEL
DBASOUTHERNBELLTEL& TEL
DBASOUTHERN
DBASOUTHERN
DBASOUTHERN
DBASOUTHERN
DBASOUTHERN
DBASOUTHERN
DBASOUTHERN
DBASOUTHERN
DBASOUTHERN
DBASOUTHERN

BELLTEL& TEL
BELLTEL& TEL
BELLTEL&TEL
BELLTEL&TEL
BELLTEL&TEL
BELLTEL&TEL
BELLTEL&TEL
BELLTEL&TEL
BELLTEL&TEL
BELLTEL&TEL

BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL
BELLSOUTHTELECOMMINCDBASOUTHERNBELLTEL&TEL

ARSNSCAHRS1
BETNSCMA33E
HNPHSCMARS1
GNVLSCBE24E
GNVLSCCR27E
CWPNSCMARS1
UNINSCMA42E
PCLTSCMARS1
LYMNSCIP433
SPBGSCHW50E
SPBGSCCV57E
FNVLSCMARS1
SPBGSCWV57E
GNVLSCWE26E
GNVLSCCH24E
CENTSCWSRS1
PNTNSCMARS1
WMNSSCESRS1
JNVLSCMARS1
JONNSCESRS1
WLHLSCESRS1
SPBGSCBS57E
TRRSSCMARS1
MRTTSCMARS1
BLBGSCMARS1
LBRTSCMA84E
PDMTSCESRS1
CLSNSCMA65E
ESLYSCMA85E
FNINSCES86F
SXMLSCMARS1
PCKNSCES87E
GFNYSCMA48F
GRVRNCMARS0
CLTNSCMA83E
SALMSCMARS1
WMTNSCPW84F
SPBGSCMA57E
LYMNSCES43E
ARSNSCMA22F
TKNASCSTRS1
GNVLSCDT23F
BLRGSCMARS1
SENCSCMA88E
GNVLSCWR28F
GRERSCMA87F
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SOUTH CAROLINA TARIFF NO. 1

AFFORDABLE PHONE SERVICES, INC. ORIGINAL PAGE 31.1

3.7 Lifeline Program

A. General

(i) The Lifeline program is designed to increase the availability of telecommunications
services to low income subscribers by providing a credit to monthly recurring local

service for qualifying residential subscribers. Basic terms and conditions are in
compliance with the FCC's Order on Universal Service in CC Docket No. 97-157, which

adopts the Federal-State Joint Board's recommendation in CC Docket No. 96-45, which
complies with the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Specific terms and conditions are as

prescribed by the South Carolina Public Service Commission and ale as set forth in this
tariff.

(ii) Lifeline is supported by the federal universal service support mechanism.

(iii) Federal baseline support of eight dollars and twenty-five cents ($8.25) is available for
each Lifeline service and is passed through to the subscriber. An additional three dollars

and fiity cents ($3.50) credit is provided by the Company. Supplemental federal support
of one dollar and seventy-five cents ($1.75), matching one half of the Company

contribution, will also be passed along to the Lifeline subscriber. The total Lifeline credit
available to an eligible customer in South Carolina is thirteen dollars and fifty cents
($13.50). The amount of credit will not exceed the charge for local service, which

includes the access line, the Subscriber Line Charge and local usage.

B. Regulations

0) General

(a) Customers eligible under the Lifeline program are also eligible for connection

assistance under the Link-Up program.

(b) One low income credit is available per household and is applicable to the primary

residential connection only. The named subscriber must be a current recipient of any
of the low income assistance programs identified in Section B00(a) following.

(e) A Lifeline customer may subscribe to any local service offering available to other
residential customers. Since the Lifeline credit is applicable to the primary

residential connection only, it may not be applied to multiple lines in a package for
local service.

(d) Toll blocking, if elected, will be provided at no charge to the Lifeline subscriber.

(e) No deposit will be required of a Lifeline customer who subscribes to toll blocking. If
a Lifeline customer removes toll blocking prior to establishing an acceptable credit

history, a deposit may be required. When applicable, advance payments will not
exceed the connection and local service charges for one month.

(f) Neither the Federal Universal Service Charge nor the South Carolina Intrastate

Uuiversal Service Surcharge will be billed to Lifeline customers.

_)

Issued: Joseph Fernandez, President
Affordable Phone Services, Inc.

2855 SE 58 t_ Avenue

Ocala, Florida 34471

Effective:
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SOUTH CAROLINA TARIFF NO. 1
AFFORDABLE PHONE SERVICES, INC. ORIGINAL PAGE 31.2

3.7 Lifeline Prooram (Cont'd.)

B. Regulations (Cont'd.)

(i) General (Cont'd.)

(N)

(g) A Lifeline subscriber's local service will not be disconnected for non- payment of
regulated toli charges. Local service may be denied for non-payment of total calls in
accordance with Section 2. Access to toll service may be denied for non-payment of

regulated tolls. A Lifeline subscriber's request for reconnection of local service will
not be denied if the service was previously denied for non-payment of toll charges.

(h) At no time shall a customer's Lifeline rate go below zero.

(ii) Eligibility

(a) To be eligible for a Lifeline credit, a customer must be a current recipient of nny one

of the following low income assistance programs.

1. Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TAW), previously known as AFDC.

2. Food Stamps
3. Medicaid

(b) All applications for service are subject to verification with the state agency

responsible for administration of the qualifying program.

(iii) Certification

(a) Proof of eligibility in any of the qualifying low income assistance programs should

be provided to the Company within 30 days of application for service. The Lifeline
credit will not be established until proof of eligibillty has been received by the

Company. When eligibility documentation is provided, the Lifeline credit will be

provided on a going forward basis.

(b) The Company reserves the right to periodically audit its records, working in

conjunction with the appropriate state agencies, for the purpose of determining
continuing eligibility. Information obtained during such audit will be treated as

confidential information to the extent required under State and Federal laws. The use
or disclosure of information concerning enrollees will be limited to purposes dh'ectly
connected with the administration of the Lifeline plan.

(e) When a customer is determined to be ineligible as a result of an audit, the Company
will contact the customer. If the customer cannot provide eligibility documentation

within 60 calendar days, the Lifeline credit will be discontinued.

fN)

Issued: Joseph Fernandez, President
Affordable Phone Services, Inc.

2855 SE 58 th Avenue

Ocata, Florida 34471

Effective:



sOUTHCAROLINATARIFF NO. 1

AFFORDABLE PHONE SERVICES, INC. ORIGINAL PAGE 3 t .3

3.7

3.8

Lifeline Program (Cont'd.)

B. Regulations (Cont'd.)

(iv) General

(a) Lifeline is provided as a monthly credit on the eligible residential subscriber's
access line bill for local service.

(b) Service Charges in Section 4 are applicable for installing or changing Lifeline
service.

(c) Link-Up connection assistance in Section 4 may be available for installing or
relocating Lifeline service.

(d) The Service Change Charge in Section 4 is not applicable when existing service
is converted intact to Lifeline.

(v) The total Lifeline credit consists of one federal credit plus one (1) Company credit

(a) Federal credit

Monthly Credit

1. Temporary Assistance to Needy Families $10.00

2. FoodStamps $10.00
3. Medicaid $10.00

(b) Company credit

1. All programs, one per Lifeline service $ 3.50

Link-Up South Carolina

A. General

(0 Link-Up is a program designed to increase the availability of telecommunications
services to low income subscribers by providing a credit to the non-recurring installation

and service charges to qualifying residential subscribers. Basic terms and conditions are
in compliance with the FCC's Order on Universal Service in CC Docket 97-157, which

adopts the Federal-State Joint Board's recommendation in CC Docket 96-45, which
complies with the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Specific terms and conditions are as

prescribed by the South Carolina Public Service Commission and are as set forth in this
tariff.

(ii) Link-Up is supported by the federal universal service support mechanism.

(rio A federal credit amount of fitty percent (50%) of the non-recurring charges for
connection of service, up to a maximum &thirty dollars ($30.00), is available to be

passed through to the subscriber.

_)

_)

Issued: Joseph Fernandez, President
Affordable Phone Services, Inc.

2855 SE 58 t_ Avenue

Ocala, Florida 34471

Effective:



SOUTHCAROLINATARIFFNO.1
AFFORDABLEPHONESERVICES,INC. ORIGINALPAGE31.4

3.8 Link-Up South Carolina (Cont'd.)

B. Regulations

(i) General

(a) Customers eligible under Link-Up are also eligible for monthly recurring assistance
under the Lifeline program.

(b) Link-Up connection assistance is available per household and is applicable to the
primary residential connection only.

(c) The Link-Up credit is available each time the customer installs or relocates the

primary residential service.

(d) To receive the credit, proof of eligibility must be provided within 30 days after
installation of service.

(e) The total tariffed charges for connecting service, including service and other

installation charges, are considered in the credit calculation.

(ii) Eligibility

(a) To be eligible for a Link-Up credit, the named subscriber must be a current recipient
of any of the following tow income assistance programs:

1. Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), previously known as AFDC

2. Food Stamps
3. Medicaid

(b) All applications for service are subject to verification with the state agency
responsible for administration of the qualifying program.

(iii) Certification

(a) Proof of eligibility in any of the qualifying tow income assistance programs should
be provided to the Company within 30 days of application for service. The Link-Up

credit will not be established until proof of eligibility has been received by the

Company.

(b) The use or disclosure of information concerning enrollees will be limited to purposes
directly connected with the administration of the Link-Up plan.

C. Rates and Charges

The federal credit available for a Link-Up connection is thirty dollars ($30.00) maximum or

fifty percent (50%) of the installation and service charges from this Tariff, whichever is less.

(N)

Issued: Joseph Fernandez, President
Affordable Phone Services, Inc.

2855 SE 58 thAvenue

Ocala, Florida 34471

Effective:

_)



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned employee of Elliott & Elliott, P.A. does hereby certify that she

has served below listed parties with a copy of the pleading(s) indicated below by mailing

a copy of same to them in the United States mail, by regular mail, with sufficient postage

affixed thereto and return address clearly marked on the date indicated below:

RE; Application of Affordable Phone Services, Inc. d/b/a High

Tech Communications for Certification as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier

DOCKET NO.:

PARTIES SERVED: C. Dukes Scott, Esquire

Office of Regulatory Staff
PO Box 11263

Columbia, SC 29211
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PLEADING: APPLICATION

June 25, 2008
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